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CENTENARY TENNIS
CLUBS ASSOCIATION

Hosts Prague win CTC Winners
Group competition

Welcome to the sixth edition of the
official newsletter of the Centenary
Tennis Clubs Association.
With this online bulletin, we aim to
keep you up to date with the latest
news from our events, competitions,
membership and partners, as well
articles of historical interest, and
we welcome contributions from our
member clubs.
ABOUT US
The Association of Centenary
Tennis Clubs (CTC) is an umbrella
group of clubs more than 100 years
old, including some of the most
prestigious clubs in the sport.
Initially founded by eight European
clubs, we now have an extensive
and truly global membership and are
recognised by the sport’s governing
body, the International Tennis
Federation (ITF).
All member clubs have a history
dating back at least one hundred
years, with a significant sporting
tradition and social role.

The CTC Winners’ Group convened in the Czech Republic during
the weekend of September 7 – 9,
where the tournament was organised by I.CLTK Prague. The tournament brought together the various
group winners from last year’s CTC
Senior competitions: the hosts,

Kungliga Lawn Tennis Klubben
(SWE), Malahide Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club (IRL) and Haagsche Lawn
Tennis Club Leimonias (NED).
Many good matches were played
in a friendly spirit, and the four captains Mrs. Anna Nordlander, Mr.
Murrough O’Brien, Mr. Antti Tallgren,
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Mr. Frantisek Stejskal Jr., expressed their gratitude to
the organisers and to Mr. Petr Simunek, a member
of the I. CLTK board and CTC vice-president.
Saturday saw two decisive semi-finals played,
as I.CLTK beat Malahide (9/0), and KLTK overcame
Leimonias (7/2). Following the matches, the participants enjoyed a boat trip and dinner at the club
restaurant as part of the social programme. On the

Sunday, the participants had the chance to meet
with Mrs. Helena Sukova, the former Czech world
#3, who was inducted into the International Hall of
Fame of ITF this year!
Mrs. Sukova no doubt inspired her local team,
who edged to victory in a close final match, beating
KLTK from Stockholm 5/4, while HLTC Leimonias
claimed third place with a win over Malahide.

CTC Seniors, Stockholm
During the weekend of 7-9 September host club
SALK of Stockholm welcomed Fitzwilliam Lawn
Tennis Club and Tennis Club Genova 1893 to Sweden for a CTC senior competition.
The tournament was played indoors at Salkhallen,
which is one of the largest indoor facilities in the
world with its 14 indoor hard courts. Many high-class
matches were played,
always with great spirit
and sportsmanship between the players.
The event could
honestly have been
conquered by any team,
but was finally won by
the hosts, who took
advantage of the rather
fast indoor courts. On
the Italian clay the outcome would most certainly have been different and in the precious

art of doubles
the Irish were
the most successful team.
In Sunday´s
final SALK defeated Tennis Club Genova 6-3, while
Fitzwilliam won by the same score line
against a second home team.
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CTC Seniors, Athens
Athens Lawn Tennis Club hosted teams from
LTC Festina, TC Bologna (ITA) and Cumberland LTC
(IRL) during the weekend of September 28-30 for
a CTC Seniors competition.
Sadly, the weekend was hit by unseasonal heavy
rains, and the competition was cut short. The players were able to get some brief practice time, but
it was not possible to complete the event.
A lack of on-court time meant that the visitors
were able to take full advantage of the social programme that had been prepared by the hosts,
ensuring that on this occasion at least, the bonds

of friendship at this CTC event were forged over
dinner rather than across the net.

CTC Seniors, Villa Primrose
The Villa Primrose, its President Bernard Dupouy
and its Vice President Rémy Lief were delighted
to welcome the clubs from Le Tir Paris and Real
Club de Polo de Barcelona for a Centenary Tennis
Clubs tournament in Bordeaux during the weekend of 21st -23rd September 2018.
The autumnal sunshine added to the good humour that prevailed, even though the competitive
fibre could be felt at times.
The team from Le TIR was captained by Patrice
Galtier and the Catalan delegation by Javier Moreno.

On Friday evening the Captain’s meeting was
followed by a welcome cocktail for players, guests
and over 100 members of the host Club.
This was also the occasion for Alain Moreau,
President of the ‘Nouvelle Aquitaine region’ tennis committee and Vice President of the French
Tennis Federation, to award the Villa Primrose with
their official French Open ‘Roland Garros’ label of
excellence.
Saturday’s matches on the red clay courts of the
Villa pitted RC Polo against the Villa Primrose’s first
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team, and Le Tir against Primrose’s second team.
This first day of play ended in victories for RC Polo
and Villa Primrose’s second team.
Sunday therefore saw RC Polo meet Primrose’s
second team and Primrose N°1 team against Le
Tir in the third place play-off.
The official Gala Dinner was held in the Club’s
honorary lounge on Saturday evening; speeches

were given, thanks were made, and numerous
presents exchanged. The local good food and Bordeaux wine didn’t however deter the Spaniards,
who won the final 7-2 the next day.
The prize giving was held on Sunday in the
club’s grounds, followed by a brunch and friendly farewells, and also the promise to meet again
soon for a re-match!

CTC Seniors, Berlin
The LTTC Rot-Weiß hosted the CTC
Seniors Competition in Berlin from the 8th
to 10th September 2018. A total of four
teams took part, including the host club
which was joined by Carrickmines CLTC,
TC Genève and RST La Magdalena.
Glorious sunshine and a remarkable atmosphere of friendship characterized the
event. The welcome dinner on Friday and the Gala
Dinner on Saturday gave the players the opportunity to become acquainted and gave rise to
intensive talks about tennis and much more. Two
days of excellent tennis matches provided enough
time to establish new friendships, investigate the
night life of Berlin and even to take a bath in the
lake which belongs to the club.
The event began with TC Genève competing
against RST La Magdalena. The teams were inseparable and a mixed doubles had to decide
the winner when the tie reached 4-4. TC Geneve
eventually claimed the win. The next match saw
Carrickmines and Rot-Weiß face off, with the host
club winning 7:2.
The tournament winner was therefore decided between TC Geneve and Rot-Weiß, with both
teams showing a great level of play. Even former
professional players were activated for that match
on both sides. Finally, TC Genève was the winner
by a score of 5:4.
All in all, the competition was a great success.
The participants enjoyed the international experience and the friendly atmosphere.

www.centenarytennisclubs.org

5

CTC Super Seniors, Carrickmines
Congratulations to the participants from Leimonias, Donnybrook and the hosts Carrickmines in
this year’s CTC Super Seniors Competition.
Carrickmines are very grateful for the manner in
which all the players and supporters engaged with
the fixture and made it such a fun event.
The feedback from our visitors was uniformly positive and our guests experienced an outstanding Carrickmines welcome from one and
all. Everyone also enjoyed a grass court tennis

weekend and especially the trueness and quality
of the courts.
Well done to the hosts, the Carrickmines team
on winning the tournament! Having come very
close last year in Barcelona, it was terrific to win
the trophy on home turf. While winning is not the
primary aspect of the CTC philosophy, the tennis
standard is generally very high and serious.
Carrickmines looks forward to defending the
trophy in 2019.

2018 CTC COMPETITION - JUNIORS

CTC U16, Fitzwilliam LTC
Following a withdrawal, the Under 16 competition hosted by Fitzwilliam Lawn Tennis Club in
Ireland turned out to be two-team affair, with the
club hosting a team from Real Sociedad de Tenis
de La Magdalena of Spain.
The host team won the one-day competition
comfortably, and the visitors were able to compete against a second team comprised of other
players from Leinster region, who were eager to
pit their skills against players from another country. All matches were played in a nice competitive

spirit and Fitzwilliam LTC greatly enjoyed hosting
the event.
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CTC U14, RCTB 1899 Cup
Following the summer break, the courts of the
RCTB 1899 were once again filled with high quality junior tennis with the celebration of this year’s
edition of the Under 14 RCTB 1899 Cup. Four Centenary Tennis Club Association clubs joined the
host club’s team for the competition: Real Club de
Polo (ESP), RST La Magdalena (ESP), Carrickmines
LTC (IRL), and TC
Padova (ITA).
The competition was held over
three days, from
3 – 5 September,
and on this occasion the host club
was able to reclaim
the title won by I.CLTK Prague for the last two
years. In the final, RCTB 1899 beat neighbouring
Barcelona club RC Polo 4-2.

Mr. Juan Maria Tintore, President of the Centenary Tennis Clubs Association and Honorary
President of the RCTB 1899 was on hand to
present the trophy to the wining team and the
corresponding medals to the finalists. The participants were unanimous in expressing their gratitude
to the host club and to the organizer and referee of
the Tournament, Mr. Marc Visiedo.

CTC U14, Prague
Despite many last minute cancellations (initially
six teams had intended to participate in this event),
I.CLTK took great pleasure in inviting the team RC
Polo Barcelona to the CTC U14 Competition at the
end of September. All matches were played in a
friendly spirit, and we hope all children enjoyed
every minute of their stay in Prague. Special thanks
belong to the Spanish captain and coach Joan Pau
López!

On Friday
a match was
played between I.CLTK
and RC Polo,
which the hosts won 6/0. On Saturday more friendly matches took place, followed by a boat trip, a
short city visit and dinner at the club restaurant.
On a rainy final day, the children from Polo trained
indoor, a usual thing for the hosting players, but a
little bit extraordinary for the youngsters players
from southern countries.
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CTC U12, Carrickmines Cup
Carrickmines Croquet & Lawn Tennis Club hosted the 13th Centenary Tennis Clubs U12 international tournament on the weekend of August 31st
to September 1st.
A total of eight teams took part in the competition, including 6 from overseas and 2 teams from
the home club. This is a very significant event in the
Carrickmines club calendar and is the largest annual
CTC competition held by any club.
Congratulations to the I.Cesky Club from Prague,
who were victorious this year, beating Carrickmines
in a closely fought final. The other participating
teams were SALK (Stockholm), RCTB 1899 and
the Real Club de Polo (both Barcelona), Cumberland
(London) and Santander.
In keeping with the ethos of the CTC competition, it was a weekend of high quality tennis but
also of hospitality and friendship.
Thanks to all members who hosted the guests
and also to all who helped out on the catering side,
including Carrickmines’ BBQ chef, who flipped and
cooked 100 burgers on the Friday evening!

All of the players enjoyed the
weekend and for
many of them this
is their first “international tennis experience”. Many of the juniors
will develop into serious players, indeed most of
the current Ireland Davis and Fed Cup teams began their international tennis journeys with this
competition.

SOUTH AMERICAN COMPETITION

CTC Seniors, Guayaquil
The Tennis Club Guayaquil
was the winner of the first
CTC tournament to be celebrated in Ecuador, which
was held from 12 to 15 April,
2018. The host Club emerged
as champion in the two different categories (Over 45 and
Over 55) following a weekend
of spirited competition from
some of the country’s most illustrious clubs.
The tournament format saw two singles and
one doubles match played per tie, with a total of
four players per team. In total, the event saw a

total of 112 players in action
from 15 of the 24 most traditional clubs in Ecuador.
The full list of participating clubs is as follows:
Guayquil Tenis Club, Club
Tuntgurahuense, Bahia
Tenis Club, Cuenca Golf &
Tenis Club, Quito Tenis &
Golf Club, Guayaquil Country Club, Ambato Tenis Club, Club Nacional, Portoviejo Tenis Club, Club Los Chillos, Umiña Tenis
Club, Club Naval, Salinas Golf & Tenis Club, Milagro
Tennis Club and Club Albotenis.
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The organization, led by the current President
of the Ecuadorian Tennis Federation, Mr. Danilo
Carrera, was able to count on the support of the
national lottery to stage the event. The event was
a celebration of Ecuadorian tennis, and the organisers made special recognition of the Ecuadorian
clubs with most tradition; Turgurahua Tenis Club
(founded in 1903 and currently with 115 years),
Bahia Tenis Club (founded in 1922 and 96 years
old), Cuenca Tenis & Golf Club (founded in December 1928, close to 90 years of history), Quito
Tenis Club (founded in 1930, 88 years), Guayaquil
Country Club (founded in 1933, currently with 85
years).

The former President of the Ecuadorian Tennis Federation, Mr Guzman later travelled to Spain on the
occasion of the 2018 Barcelona Open Banc Sabadell
to report on the success of the competition.

FRIENDLY COMPETITIONS

Cumberland hosts international friendly event
Cumberland Lawn Tennis Club recently hosted a
memorable day of friendly tennis, which saw long
distance guests from as far as Kooyong Lawn Tennis
Club (AUS), Longwood (USA) and Saga (JPN) take
advantage of the opportunity to brush up on
their grass court play ahead of last week’s Wimbledon 150th anniversary celebration event.
Aside from the friendly competition, the
teams were made to feel welcome with a
special barbeque dinner and drinks.

Success for Carrickmines
& RST La Magdalena junior exchange
Irish club Carrickmines joined up with the Real
Sociedad de Tenis de La Magdalena of Santander,
Spain, following last year’s successful junior exchange. This is a wonderful opportunity for juniors
from both clubs to experience tennis and social
activities. It again proved to be very successful
and enjoyable for all participants.
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Fourteen junior players took
part on this occasion, and each
stayed with host families. In
Carrickmines, for the first two
weeks of July, they trained and
played matches in the club
every day. Many of the players
returned from last year, enjoying the intensive training in each club. Both clubs also
organised social activities and shopping trips.

The juniors from both
clubs returned to Santander for the last two weeks
in July on the second part
of the exchange and were
again looked after superbly!
A special thanks to the
organisers from both clubs
and the host families for giving the juniors a great
cultural and tennis experience.

UK/Ireland friendly competition
The annual CTC UK & Ireland Challenge took
place on September 15th. The friendly event was
hosted by Winchester Racquets and Fitness, and
saw participation from five other Centenary Tennis
Clubs - Carrickmines Croquet & Lawn Tennis Club,
Donnybrook, Edgbaston Priory Lawn Tennis Club
and Cumberland Lawn Tennis Club
It was really a great day of meeting people and
establishing friendships. The participants enjoyed
playing their favourite game and the socialising that
went alongside it, including plenty of food and fun.
However, it was the people who made it so enjoyable with a large contingent socializing into the early
hours of the morning in the City of Winchester.

The host club emerged as overall champions, and
Winchester Racquets and Fitness members and
team expressed their gratitude to the clubs who
attended for their spirit of fun and friendship.

OTHER NEWS

Kooyong Tennis Club recognised by International
Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum
Melbourne’s historic Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club
has been presented with the International Tennis Hall
of Fame’s Global Organization of Distinction Award
at a ceremony in Florida.
The spiritual home of Australian tennis is the
first club to receive the honour, which recognises
distinguished service and contributions toward the
growth of tennis. Kooyong’s chief executive, Mr Chris
Brown, accepted the award from his International
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Tennis Hall of Fame and Museum counterpart Mr Todd Martin.
While Kooyong boasts 51 tennis courts and an impressive
clubhouse providing contemporary facilities and services for
its 8500 members, its success lies in far more than simply
its infrastructure.
“The thing about Kooyong I find really special is not so much
what you build; it’s the people in this club and the way they
work together to bring warmth and energy,’’ Mr Brown said.
“Kooyong provides opportunities for juniors starting out
in the game, social and competition tennis of all standards
through to elite levels, and strong participation among our
veterans. We are very proud that our members stay with us
throughout their life and honoured to have received this award.’’
In terms of the selection criteria, Mr Brown said Kooyong
ticked every box. Its glorious past includes hosting 28 Australian Opens and 11 Davis Cup finals, and it continues to host
the sport’s elite at the annual Kooyong Classic each January.
The philanthropic Kooyong Foundation was formed 20 years
ago to both preserve the history of the club and support player
development into the future. Six Kooyong members featured
in the main draw of the 2017 Australian Open and five in 2018,
while the club hosted Davis Cup ties as recently as 2016-17.
“The clubhouse is a living museum of tennis history,’’ Mr
Brown said. “But we are also committed to ongoing development to ensure Kooyong stays attractive and relevant for future
generations and remains a club of world renown.’’

Tell us the story
of your club!
Would you like your club to
feature in future editions of CTC
News? Many of our member clubs
have done much to shape the development of tennis in their local
communities.
We know that each and every
one of our member clubs has its
own long and illustrious history,
and we’d like to share your stories
with our members and readers.
If you would like to contribute
in future, let us know by contacting
info@centenarytennisclubs.com

Find us on social media!
Keep up with all the latest from the CTC with our Facebook and Twitter accounts.
Don’t forget to follow us and tag us when posting about your CTC-related activities.
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