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Welcome to the eighth edition of the 
official newsletter of the Centenary 
Tennis Clubs Association.

With this online bulletin, we aim to 
keep you up to date with the latest 
news from our events, competitions, 
membership and partners, as well 
articles of historical interest, and 
we welcome contributions from our 
member clubs.

ABOUT US

The Association of Centenary 
Tennis Clubs (CTC) is an umbrella 
group of clubs more than 100 years 
old, including some of the most 
prestigious clubs in the sport.

Initially founded by eight European 
clubs, we now have an extensive 
and truly global membership and are 
recognised by the sport’s governing 
body, the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF).

All member clubs have a history 
dating back at least one hundred 
years, with a significant sporting 
tradition and social role.
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INSIDE

The Centenary Tennis Clubs As-
sociation (CTC) held its 23rd Annual 
General Meeting in Lausanne on 
Saturday 16th November, 2019.

Four new clubs were accepted 
as members of the Association; 
Tennis Club Stade Lausanne (Swit-
zerland), Club de Tennis las Terrazas 

Miraflores (Peru), Seabright Lawn 
Tennis and Cricket Club, (USA) and 
Sutter Lawn Tennis Club, (USA). This 
brings the number of Centenary 
Tennis Clubs to a total of 75.

The Assembly heard details of 
the organisation’s activities in 2019, 
including the successful staging of 

CTC Annual General Meeting  
welcomes four new clubs
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the CTC Senior Winners’ Group at TC Genève, and 
the second event of the Association in Ecuador, held 
at the Guayaquil Tennis Club.

Looking ahead, 2020 looks set to be another year 
of growth, with member clubs including Carrick-
mines (IRL), Athens LTC (GRE) I. CLTK Prague (CZE), 

Guayaquil (ECU) and RCTB-1899 (ESP) amongst 
those to have already committed to staging events.

During a busy day, the Committee of Manage-
ment also had the opportunity to meet with the 
representative of the Association’s main sponsor, 
E. Gutzwiller & Cie, Banquiers.

I.CLTK Prague claims Winners’ Group title in Geneva
The CTC Winners 

Group competition was 
organized on the week-
end of September 6-8 at 
TC Genève, one of the 
eight founding mem-
bers of the Association 
of Centenary Tennis 
Clubs. The three teams 
joining TC Genève were 
defending champion I.CLTK Prague, SALK Stock-
holm and Real Club Polo Barcelona.

All 4 teams gathered on Friday for the draw and 
some appetizers, prior to hitting the courts early 
Saturday morning for the semi-finals. Host team 
Geneva went head to head with SALK and after 
very tight singles matches, the score was at a 
draw 3-3. In the other semi-final, Real Polo gave 
a solid effort and strong resistance but came up 
short against the experienced Prague team, which 
contained several formal professional players. The 
deal was sealed after the singles (6-0).

After a short lunch break, Geneva and Stockholm 
returned to the courts for the deciding doubles. 
Each team took one match and it came down to a 
rubber in the 35+ mixed doubles. Geneva ended up 
winning the final match in an electric yet fun atmos-
phere and both teams enjoyed a long after-match 
beer on the sunny terrace of TC Genève.

In the evening, all four teams were joined by 
CTC’s new sponsor Gutzwiller Bank for the official 
dinner held at TC Genève. It was a fun evening, with 
great speeches and gifts given out between cap-

tains. The added value of 
the CTC spirit was clearly 
on display, with the histo-
ry and traditions of each 
club and respective coun-
tries narrated throughout 
the evening.

On Sunday, Barcelona 
and Stockholm compet-
ed for third place, while 

Geneva was given the challenge of trying to finally 
beat Prague in a CTC final. Out of the six singles 
matches, half of them went to the deciding cham-
pions-tiebreak, with match points saved on two 
courts. However, Prague took an almost unassail-
able 4-2 lead before the doubles. In the third spot 
tie, Stockholm boasted a definitive 5-1 lead after 
the singles.

Rain came into play after lunch, but the teams 
were able to play the doubles. Without surprise, 
even though Geneva fought at its best, Prague was 
able to take the one doubles match needed to se-
cure another Winners Group victory.

All teams then gathered on the terrace for the 
prize ceremony under temporary sunshine. CTC 
Vice-President Petr Simunek and Gutzwiller Bank 
representative Giuseppe Condello distributed the 
medals and trophies. Pictures of the winners were 
taken and all teams bid farewell until the next en-
counter. The Winners’ Group once again provided 
the backdrop for a great weekend, with fabulous 
tennis, exemplary sportsmanship and new friend-
ships made.

WINNERS GROUP
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TC Lyon hosted teams from Fitzwilliam 
LTC, RST Magdalena (Santander) and TC 
Padova for a CTC Seniors competition dur-
ing the third weekend of September.

TC Padova claimed victory after a 
nail-biting competition, winning 9-8 in the 
men’s doubles thanks to a decisive super 
tie break. TC Lyon had been leading 4-2 
after the singles matches, and 6-3 in the 
final match.

Fitzwilliam beat RST Magdalena for the 
bronze medal position.

The Athens Lawn 
Tennis Club, as a proud 
member of the Asso-
ciation of Centenary 
Tennis Clubs (CTC), 
organised a senior’s 
tournament during 
the weekend of 27-29 
September 2019. The 
participating CTC clubs 
were: Tennis Club Gen-
ova 1893 (Italy), Kungl 
Lawn Tennis Klubben 
(Sweden), Carrickmines Croquet & Lawn Tennis 
Club (Ireland) and the host team.

The draw gave rise to opening matches be-
tween ALTC vs Carrickmines and KLTK vs Geno-
va 1893. At the end of a sunny day with quality 
tennis, Athens and KLTK were to proceed to the 
final phase by scores of 5-1 and 6-3 respectively. 
On the second day, Genova 1893 clinched third 
place by overcoming Carrickmines (5-2) and the 
hosts defeated KLTK by the narrowest of margins 
(5-4). The play definitely kept the audience in sus-

pense until the very end, where victory was earned  
by the hosts at the match tie-break of the ultimate 
match, which was a mixed-doubles.

This year’s event was once again testament to 
the positive values of sport e.g. tennis and brought 
people together in the spirit of friendship and re-
spect. Everyone agreed it was one of the most in-
teresting and exciting tournaments that had taken 
place at the host club.

CTC Seniors – Lyon

CTC Seniors - Athens

CTC COMPETITIONS 2019 
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The Centenary Club of Le Tir, in Paris (France), 
welcomed a CTC seniors tournament for players 
aged Over 35 and Over 45 on October 5-6 2019. The 
visiting teams were Cumberland Lawn Tennis Club 
(London, UK), Rot Weiss Berlin Club (Germany), and 
Real Club de Tenis Barcelona 1899 (Spain).

With poor weather forecasts in the days leading 
up to the tournament, the decision was taken to 
play the entire competition – semi-finals and finals 
- on the Saturday. The day started with Paris vs. 
Berlin and London vs. Barcelona. All teams started 
playing under the rain as it was slight and forecast 
to stop before long...but unfortunately it rained 
persistently and the playing conditions were not 
pleasant.

The English and Spanish players agreed to contin-
ue playing under the rain as it should stop within 30 
minutes, and as they were on artificial clay courts 
which were more acceptable and not dangerous 
due to sliding.

The two Over 45 games be-
tween Paris and Berlin were 
played to completion outside, 
while the rest of both teams 
went to play the rest of the 
match on covered courts out-
side Le Tir. At 2pm, Paris won 
against Berlin 6/3 (after starting 
the 3 doubles at equal score of 
3/3). By this time, the rain finally 
stopped, and all teams could play 
the finals outside at Le Tir.

The finals commenced at 3pm: 
Barcelona vs. Le Tir, and London 
vs. Berlin, with 3 courts for 
each game and a reduced 
playing format (2 sets of 4 
games and super tiebreak in 
the 3rd set). Both finals were 
very balanced and ended with 
a final and decisive doubles 
match. Paris won against Bar-
celona 5/4, with an Over 35 

player saving match points. London won against 
Berlin, also 5/4. Fortunately, at Le Tir while there 
are no covered courts, there are floodlights. The at-
mosphere with tight final matches under the lights 
and in the night made the end of this tournament 
even more special, after having started under the 
rain in the morning. The silver lining to the outcome 
was that everyone was more than happy to have 

a shower and enjoy a very 
warm cocktail and friendly 
dinner at Le Tir.

On Sunday, a brunch 
was offered to all the 
teams, who came back 
to enjoy Le Tirs’s facilities. 
The sun was back again, so 

some went swimming 
in the outside pool, or 
playing tennis or having 
massages … or going to 
the Louis Vuitton Foun-
dation museum that is 
just a few meters from 
the club.

The organisers con-
cluded that despite very 

bad weather conditions, we 
can always enjoy playing 
tennis, as long as a good 
team spirit and willingness 
to meet other teams by 
travelling are there. 

CTC Seniors – Le Tir
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CTC Super Seniors – Leimonias

The Haagshe Lawn Tennis Club Leimonias hosted 
the third edition of the CTC’s Super-Seniors compe-
tition in The Hague during the weekend of August 
31 - September 1, where the club welcomed teams 
from Cumberland, Carrickmines and RCTB 1899.

The players were warmly welcomed with an offi-
cial dinner where the club’s President, Ms. Nanette 
Farwerck extended a warm welcome to the players, 
and the Secretary of the Centenary 
Tennis Clubs on behalf of the CTC 
President Mr. Juan M. Tintoré ex-
tended the organisation’s gratitude 
to the host club and offered a spe-
cial drawing by the Olympic artist 
Mr. Aluma.

Play started on a sunny Satur-
day morning with the following 
ties, RCTB 1899 vs. Cumberland 
and Leimonias vs. Carrickmines. 
The Club from Barcelona managed to win all eight 
matches including the mixed doubles, ending the 
tie with a 8-0 score, while the tie between Car-
rickmines and Leimonias could not have been any 
closer with a score of 4-4, with the visiting team 
eventually on top after counting the sets.

The finals of Sunday saw some very close match-
es between the club from Ireland and the Barcelona 
club, with the Spanish team declared the winner 

by a score of 6-2. The host club 
ended in third place, with fourth 
position for Cumberland.

Leimonias took care of every 
little detail for the visitors includ-
ing some social tennis, which 
was appreciated by all the part-
ners. Visitors were able to enjoy 

local customs, including a musical evening on the 
canals on Saturady evening.

The prizes were offered by former president of 
the club, Mr. Willem de Vries, who expressed the 
club’s gratitude for having the opportunity to par-
ticipate in CTC events. The weekend was a perfect 
opportunity to play some good tennis and make 
new CTC friends, and all the participants expressed 
their interest in joining future editions.

The CTC’s annual event for junior players of 
the Under 16 age group was hosted by the Real 
Sociedad La Magdalena during the first weekend 
of September, when teams from TC Padova and 
RC Polo visited Santander.  

The two-day friendly event saw some ex-
tremely close results, with all players enjoying 
the competition in which the host club reached 
the final. 

CTC Juniors (U16) – Santander
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Carrickmines Lawn 
Tennis Club of Ireland 
claimed victory at the 
annual CTC Under 14 
RCTB-1899 Cup, held 
from 2-4 September 
at the Real Club de 
Tenis Barcelona.

In addition to the 
hosts and the eventu-
al champions, teams 
from three other clubs were in action, with squads 
from Roehampton Club (GBR), Rott-Weiss Berlin 
(GER) and RC Polo Barcelona (ESP) also taking part.

This eighth edi-
tion of the tourna-
ment was directed 
by Marc Visiedo. 
Centenary Tennis 
Clubs President 
Juan María Tintoré, 
and Pep Costa, 
member of the 
RCTB-1899 Board 
of Directors, were 

on hand to present the trophies. 
Mr. Tintoré made a special men-
tion of the delegation from Rott-
Weiss Berlin, which was the first 
club to ever organise a CTC com-
petition in 1998, and of the club in 
Carrickmines, which hosts a CTC 
Under 12 event on artificial grass 
each year.

The players were also able to 
enjoy a packed social program, 
and a taste of the sport of Padel 
at the host club.

On a hot weekend at the end of June, a round 
of the CTC Under 14 championship was held at 
the Tennis Club Padova. Players from Bordeaux 
and Santander were hosted in the families by the 
parents of Italian teams.

The players enjoyed an excellent social program, 
with team members and coaches 
sharing mealtimes and tourist 
trips to the centre of the city.

On court, Villa primrose 
emerged as champions, win-
ning the final against La Mag-
dalena 4-2. The semi-finals saw 

CTC Juniors (U14) – Padova

Villa Primose beat TC Padova’s 
B-team 4-2, and La Magdalena 
beat the host A-team 5-1.

 

CTC Juniors (U14) – RCTB-1899 Cup
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Carrickmines was delighted to welcome teams 
from London (Roehampton & Cumberland), Barce-
lona (RCT 1899 &  RC Polo), Santander and Stock-
holm (SALK) to this year’s competition.

The competition was very close with SALK de-
feating Roehampton in the semifinal and Carrick-
mines in the final. Both these matches finished 3/3 
in matches with SALK winning on games difference 
and lifting the Carrickmines Cup for the first time.

It was a wonderful weekend of tennis in super 
sunshine, renewing old friendships!

During the last week-
end of September, the 
I.ČLTK Praha once 
again hosted the CTC 
U14 competition, at 
which the club hosted 
a four-person squad 
(two boys and two girls) 
from Carrickmines LTC 
in Ireland.

The resulting match 
turned out to be very tough, with a 3-3 scoreline after 
the singles and doubles matches. The Czech team 
was declared the winner after a score countback.

CTC Juniors (U14) – Prague

CTC Juniors (U12) – Carrickmines

The weekend was 
characterised by nice 
sunny weather, and 
visits to the Žižkovská 
tower and prestig-
ious Kogo restaurant, 
which made for a 
pleasant atmosphere 
and an enjoyable stay 
for the Irish team in 
Prague. The organ-

izing club expressed the hope that after a date 
change in 2020, more teams will attend the next 
edition of the competition.
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Edgbaston Priory Club recently held the latest 
edition of the now-traditional CTC UK and Ireland 
Friendly competition.

The event saw participation from 40 players rep-
resenting four CTC clubs, with the final standings 
as follows:

1. Edbgaston Priory Club
2. Cumberland Lawn Tennis Club
3. Roehampton Club
4. Winchester Racquets and Fitness

Edgbaston hosts UK & Ireland friendly event

Club Nacional de Guay-
aquil won the second edi-
tion of the Centenary Cup, 
which was hosted by Guay-
aquil Tenis Club from 16-19 
May, with participation of 
129 players representing 
14 Ecuadorian clubs.

On the final day of the 
45 & Over competition, 
Club Nacional beat the team from Portoviejo Tenis 
Club after winning the singles and doubles match-
es. With the result, the Club drew level with the 
host Guayaquil Tenis Club’s ‘A’ team’s 17 points, but 

claimed the title thanks to a 
higher number of sets won.

In the 55 & Over com-
petition, Guayaquil Tennis 
Club’s ‘A’ team beat In-
doamerica Tennis Club 3-0 
to claim the title in that 
age group. Speaking at 
the prize-giving ceremo-
ny where he awarded the 

champions a replica of the ‘Centenary Cup’ donat-
ed by the CTC, Ecuadorian Tennis Federation Pres-
ident Danilo Carrera Drouet said, “It has been a 
day of good sportsmanship and exciting matches; 

Guayaquil Club hosts II Centenary Cup
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we hope that next year even more clubs will join, 
making this our most important inter-club event.”

Three days of intense tennis competition were 
punctuated by social events, such as the welcome 
cocktail hosted by the Guayaquil Tennis Club, and 
were characterised by camaraderie on and off 
court. An opening ceremony saw the participating 
teams presented while parading with the flags of 
their clubs.

The clubs taking part in this second edition of 
the competition were Albotenis, Ambato Tenis 
Club, Bahía Tenis Club, Club Nacional, Club Tun-
gurahua, Guayaquil Country Club, Guayaquil Tenis 
Club, Indoamerica Tenis Club, Milagro Tenis Club, 

Quito Tenis & Golf Club, Salinas Golf & Tenis Club, 
Sociedad Tungurahuense, Umiña Tenis Club and 
Portoviejo Tenis Club.

The summer exchange program between the 
RST La Magdalena, Carrickmines and Rot Weiss 
Berlin turned into a wonderful experience for all 
three clubs.  The event was a great success, and 
once again presented a wonderful opportunity for 
juniors to experience tennis and social activities.

Seventeen junior players participated this July, 
and each stayed with host families. In Carrick-
mines, for the first two weeks of July, they trained 
and played matches in the club every day. Many 
of the players were returning having participated 
in 2018 and were eager to participate in the inten-
sive training. The young athletes were also able to combine 

the summer 
camp  w i th 
other activities 
l ike sai l ing, 
surfing, hiking 
and golf. The 
clubs also organised social activities and shopping 
trips, and all participants expressed an interest in 
returning in 2020.

The CTC extends a special thank you to the host 
families for giving the junior players a great cultural 
and tennis experience.

Summer Junior Exchange Programme

JUNIOR EXCHANGE  
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Would you like your club to 
feature in future editions of CTC 
News? Many of our member clubs 
have done much to shape the de-
velopment of tennis in their local 
communities.

 We know that each and every 
one of our member clubs has its 
own long and illustrious history, 
and we’d like to share your stories 
with our members and readers.

 If you would like to contribute 
in future, let us know by contacting 
info@centenarytennisclubs.com

Tell us the story  
of your club! 

Centenary Tennis Clubs is pleased to have E. Gutzwiller & 
Cie, Banquiers as its official partner. As a centenary bank, there 
is a natural fit with CTC. Founded in 1886 by Carl Gutzwiller, the 
Bank is today owned and managed by the fourth generation of 
the Gutzwiller family and their partners. They are  proud to be 
Banquiers - as owners, partners invest their own capital and are 
ultimately liable for their bank’s obligations. This ensures risks 
are carefully controlled and interests are aligned with clients. 
In Switzerland, only banquiers are permitted to call themselves 
‘private bankers’. 

 Gutzwiller’s focus is private banking and portfolio manage-
ment. Its  head office is in Basel (in the same building since 
1928), with additional offices in Geneva and Zurich, and it looks 
after clients from around the world. It was a founding member 
of the Swiss Private Bankers Association. 

As well as CTC, Gutzwiller partners a number of prestigious 
rally events, including London to Lisbon, Classic Marathon, and 
Rallye des Caprices. It is a longstanding supporter of LISTE, one 
of the world’s leading emerging art fairs, and is also a partner 
of the Gramophone Classical Music Awards as well as Baroque 
ensemble, La Cetra.

More information can be found at www.gutzwiller.ch. 

CTC welcomes E. Gutzwiller & Cie, Banquiers
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Find us on social media!

Keep up with all the latest from the CTC with our Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 

Don’t forget to follow us and tag us when posting  
about your CTC-related activities. 

Cumberland Tennis Club hosted the TC Argentino 
for a friendly match on Monday July 3.  The 10 visiting 
players from Argentina where able to enjoy a game 
on Cumberland’s pristine grass courts, followed by 
a barbeque hosted by the London club.  

Cumberland vs. 
Argentino friendly

www.twitter.com/centenarytennis

https://www.facebook.com/CentenaryTennisClubs 
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