First Centenary Week in Berlin
Conception and first staging of the "Centenary Cup" at the LTTC "Rot-Weiß"
In June 1996, on the initiative of Juan Maria Tintoré, President of the Real Club de Tennis Barcelona,
and under the patronage of the President of the IOC, Juan Antonio Samaranch, the "Clubs
Centenaires de Tennis" was founded. This association is the union of the 100-year old tennis clubs in
Europe for the purpose of maintaining the tradition through sporting and social events. The IOC
President demonstrated his personal commitment to this cause by donating a beautiful challenge
cup for the tennis tournament.

Juan Maria Tintoré (left) presents the team captain of "Rot-Weiß", Wolfang A. Hofer, the
"Samaranch Trophy" for the winner of the first tournament in Berlin

Under the presidency of Juan Maria Tintoré, a meeting was held at "Rot-Weiß" with all the
representatives of the "Clubs Centenaires de Tennis"
On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the "Rot-Weiß" the first event was held during the
"German Ladies Open" on our club grounds from May 16 to 19, 1997. All eight founding clubs came

together. Colorfully mixed teams of two men 30+ and 45+ players and two ladies 40+ competed for
points in a relaxed atmosphere each morning. The "Rot-Weiß" teams were additionally
supplemented by Inge Kubina in the women's competition and by our out-of-town members Bodo
Nitsche and Uwe Gottschalk in the men's competition. Gottschalk did not miss the opportunity to
take part in this competition, despite having to travel from New York at short notice. It did not
bother "our Uwe" or Wolfram Schilde much that in the absence of a "young" player, they were
placed next to Klaus Eberhard as prospective age group 55+ players in the men's 30+ category. As
the host, "Rot-Weiß" was placed at no. 1 in the seedings by the committee. To begin with, there was
a smooth victory without losing a set against the Royal Leopold Club Brussels with 9:0. The other top
clubs from Barcelona, Stockholm and Paris also had little trouble getting through the first round. In
the semi-finals, "Rot-Weiß" had a tight match against Racing Club de France Paris, our frequent
European Cup opponent from earlier days. After very hard-fought matches, "Rot-Weiß" came out on
top and entered the final with a 5:3 victory. Kungliga Stockholm qualified as the opponent with a 6:3
victory over Real Club de Barcelona. There were smiles all around when the Spaniards excused their
defeat, saying that they were not used to such high outside temperatures at this time of year in
Barcelona.

The team from Kungliga Dawn Tennis Club Stockholm took 2nd place

The Swiss Tennis Club Geneva participants played very successfully in the "Consolation" competitions

The team from the Real Barcelona Tennis Club was defeated in the semi-finals

In the final match, Kungliga Stockholm proved to be an expectedly difficult opponent, as they were
able to use their top player Thomas Höfstedt, who had originally been scheduled for other tasks on
this day.
The match was touch and go until the very end, before the decision was made in the very last
doubles with a score of 5:4 in favor of "Rot-Weiß", who thus finally lived up to their role as favorites.
So the trophy, which was handed over to the delighted "Rot-Weiß" team with its captain Wolfgang
Hofer at the final victory celebration on the clubhouse terrace, remained in Berlin for the time being.
The weather also put on a good show as usual in the 20th calendar week, and thus the tournament
was held according to plan, with the exception of some minor problems with the court assignment
on the second to last day. In the afternoon, the participants got new motivation for the next day of
play as spectators at the "German Ladies Open". It was a trip down memory lane during
conversations with old friends such as Antonio Munoz from Spain or the Swedes Christer Holm and
Ulf Schmidt, who had already successfully participated in the youth and Whitsun tournaments 40
years ago.
The social highlights were the two evening events: the "Bal de Match" at the Hotel Inter Continental
and the "Official Dinner", which was kindly sponsored by the Hotel Inter Continental. It could be

seen from the expressions on the faces of the participants that this event and the idea of the
Centenary Cup, a purely amateur competition, was very well received. All travel and accommodation
costs were covered by the participating clubs. We parted ways, happily looking forward to seeing
each other and perhaps other "centenarians" again next year at the Royal Leopold Club in Brussels
for a new meeting.
Harald Elschenbroich

A delighted winning team: (from left) Inge Kubina, Uwe Gottschalk, Harald Elschenbroich, Marion
Feigel, Bodo Nitsche and Klaus Eberhard

